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^ Descriptive notes; furnished mainly by Agricultural
Explorers and Foreign Correspondents relative to the more
important introduced plants which have arrived during the
month at the Office of Foreign Seed and Plant Introduction
of the Bureau of Plant Industry of the Department of Agri-
culture. These descriptions are revised and published
later in the Inventory of Plants Imported.

Genera Represented in This Number.

Acrista
A e r l a ••

Balanites
Bolusanthus
Calathea
Chloris
Gliaucena
Diospyros
Holcus
Juniperus .
Macadamia

39188
39}89
39196
39300
39190
39177
39176
39174
39264-282
39185
39144

Madhuca
Malus
Passiflora
Persea
Prunus
Rosa
Saccharum
Salix
Securidaca.,
Sterculia
Triticum

39183-183
39145
39223-226
39173
39175
39186
39165
39191
39298
39221
39227

Ginkgo Avenue, Washington, D. C. ^
Tamarind Avenue, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Chinese Osage Orange, CwMania tricuspidaJa.
Chinese Flowering Plum, Prwrvws trildba.
Bean Vermicelli from China.
Plant Material Showing Packing Methods.

Applications for material listed in these multigraphed
sheets may be made at any time to th}.s Office. As they
are received they are filed, and when the material is
ready for the use ̂ of experimenters it is sent to those on
the list of applicants who can show that they are prepared
to care for it, as well as to others selected because of
their special fitness to experiment with the particular
plants imported. Do not wait for the Autumn Catalogue.

One of the main objects of the Office of Foreign Seed
and Plant Introduction is to secure material for plant-
experimenters, and it will undertake as far as possible to
fill aiayi ̂specific requests for foreign seeds or plants

plant breeders andr others interested.
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Acrista monticola. (Phoenicaceae. ) 39188. Seeds of a
palm from Mayaguez, Porto Rico. Presented by Mr. W. E.
Hess, Plant Propagator, Porto Rico Experiment Station,
"Palma de Sierra. The mountain palm of Porto Rico covers
many mountain slopes especially in the eastern part of the
island between 2000 and 3000 feet above sea level. It ap-
parently thrives in this very humid cool atmosphere and
usually forms a clear stand. This palm greatly resembles
Areca hauerii grown to a great extent as a decorative palm
in greenhouses, and young plants of Acrista are equally
attractive. The bud of the mountain palm furnishes a good
cabbage, but it is not as sweet as those of the palm. Its
black fruits are the size of a cherry and are relished by
hogs." (Hess.)

Aeria attencoata. (Phoenicaceae.) 39189. Seeds of the
Hume palm from Mayaguez, Porto Rico. Presented by Mr.
W. E. Hess. "The tallest of Porto Rico palms, reaching a
height of 60 to 100 feet. Its foliage resembles that of
the royal palm, but is shorter; the trunk never exceeds
6 to 8 inches in diameter. This palm is found only on
limestone hills and usually feeds upon nothing but the
humus collected in the cracks of these rocks. The large
bunches of orange-red berries which are the size of a
small cherry are very attractive and are fed to chickens
and hogs." (Hess.)

Balanites maughamM. (Simaroubaceae.) 39196. Seeds
from Swaziland, Africa. Presented by Mr. J. Burtt-Davy,
Agricultural Supply Association, Johannesburg, Transvaal.
"The seed is considered a valuable oilseed in those parts
of the country in which it grows, that is to say, at alti-
tudes below 1500 feet in the sub-tropical belt, but with
comparatively low rainfall, probably not more than 15
inches, this coming during the summer season. The tree is
a handsome one though not very large, and should be useful
in Florida." (Burt-Davvy.) "This species of Balanites is
a native of Portuguese East Africa and may be found grow-
ing in the Lebombo Mountains, the Madanda Forest and by
the Umbeluzi and Rovuma Rivers. It is a tree which
reaches a height of about 50 feet, with irregular shaped
bole up to one and two thirds feet in diameter. According
to the report of the Imperial Institute, the fruits of
Balanites maughamii seem unlikely to be of economic value
for export use owing to the difficulty of removing the ex-
ternal sugary pulp and extracting the kernel from the
thick fibrous shell in whiph.jVt-is enclosed, but may how-
ever, be of considerable impfrrSafrcre for local consumption.
The oil obtained from these-::kernels is clear, yellow and
liquid, possessing no marked-*sine 11 or taste an$ having the
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following constants: specific gravity, 0.916; saponifi-
cation value 198.5; iodine value 100. The oil if produced
on a commercial scale would probably realize the current
price of refined cotton seed oil, but it is thought that
the difficulties mentioned above would prevent its pro-
duction on a large scale. Judging from the localities
where this species is known to occur it might be expected
to do well in tropical and sub-tropical countries with a
well-marked dry season. It would not be advisable to
plant it on a large scale, however, until a satisfactory
method of extracting the kernel has been devised." (Kew
Bulletin, 1914, no. 4, p. 136.)

Bolusanthus speciosus. (Fabaceae.) 39300. Seed from
Salisbury, Rhodesia. Presented by Mr. H. Godfrey Mundy,
Government Agriculturist and Botanist. An exceptionally
beautiful tree, one of the handsomest native South African
trees. /Said to do well in any region where oranges grow.

Calathea lutea. (Marantaceae. ) 39190. Seed of the pam-
pano from Mayaguez, Porto Rico. Presented by Mr. W. E.
Hess. "This is one of our finest native foliage plants
attaining a height of 10 to 12 feet; its dark green leaf
blades are oblong and round at the apex, 4 to 5 feet long
and 2 to 3 feet wide. The under side is covered with a
blue powder. The graceful curved veins give a character-
istic appearance. This plant likes rich soil and plenty
of moisture and planted with bananas and other foliage
plants near a pond it will rival in beauty any of its
neighbors." (Hess. )

Chloris virgata. (Poaceae.) 39177. Seeds of Australian
Rhodes grass from Burringbar, New South Wales. Presented
by Mr. B. Harrison. Var. decora. This grass is a rapid
grower and heavy yielder of nutritious fodder. It attains
the height of 3 or 4-feet, is relished by stock, and will
retain its verdure when other grasses are dried up, and if
cut before seeding, makes palatable hay. According to
analysis it is one of the richest grasses we possess
either imported or indigenous. It is only quite recently
that it has come into prominence, principally through the
favorable reports from Queensland, where it is said to
have succeeded wonderfully in clay-pan, wind-swept, and
sun-scorched country where other grasses were difficult to
establish. It is, however, a native of this State also,
having been identified in 1904, and it will probably suc-
ceed even with a lighter rainfall, and under more adverse
conditions than the imported varieties, (C. gayana, and C.
virgata) which have a great reputation as drought resisters.
The seed is very light, and is carried some distance by
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the wind, and the grass spreads rapidly. (Harrison.)

Claucena lansium. (Rutaceae.) 39176. Seeds of the
wampi from Hong-kong, China. Presented by Mr. W.- J.
Tutcher, Superintendent, Botanical and Forestry Department.
"A low spineless tree, with spreading branches; leaves
spirally arranged, pinnate; leaflets 5-9, ovate-ellipti-
cal, 3-5 inches long, petiolate, light green, shiny above;
flowers 4-5 parted, small, white, in large terminal pani-
cles; ovary villous, 5-celled with one ovule in each cell;
style short; stamens 10; fruit ovate-jglobose, about one
inch long; skin glandular, pubescent; seeds green. The
wampi is a native of southern China, where it is commonly
grown for its fruits. It is cultivated to some extent in
Hawaii and. could probably be grown in the warmer parts of
Florida and1 California. It can be grafted on grape-fruit
and other species of Citrus, which makes it desirable to
test it as a stock for common citrous fruius." (Swingle,
in Bailey, Standard Cylopedia of Horticulture.)

Diospyros rnacrophylla. (Ebenaceaa. ) 39174. Seeds from
the Botanic Gardens, Buitenzbrg, Java. Presented by the
Director. A wild species of persimmon with small downy
fruits for breeding purposes. Technical description: "A tree
60 feet high, with dark terete branches. Leaves alter-
nate, oval or oval-oblong, acuminate at apex, rounded or
sub-cordate at base, thinly coriaceous, nearly glabrescent
below with clear slender arching lateral veins, glabrous
above, 3-10 inches long, by one and one-half to four and
three-fourths inches wide; petioles one-sixth to one-
fourth inches long. Staminate flowers axillary, panicu-
late, one-fourth inch long, pubescent; panicles many-
flowered, one to one and one-half inches long, ultimate
pedicels mostly short. Calyx shortly 3-5-fid, globose-
urceolate, three-sixteenth inch long, lobes deltoid; co-
rolla silky outside, ovoid in bud, shortly 5-lobed, tube
very crass and hard; stamens 12, unequal, in pairs, gla-
brous. Pistillate flowers in few-flowered cymes, short,
calyx 4-5-fid, hairy on both sides, accrescent in fruit;
fruit tomentose, sub-globose, one inch or more in diameter.
Java, in mountainous places. Local name Kitjallung."
(Hiern, Monograph of the Ebenaceae, p. 237, 1873.)

Holcus sorghum. (Poaceae.) 39264-282. Heads of sor-
ghum from Buitenzorg, Java. Presented by Mr. T. E. van
der Stok, Chief of the Station for Selection of Annual
Crops, Botanic Garden. Nineteen varieties all described
as "generally growing in the mountains on a very small
scale.11



GINKGO BILOBA.

AVENUE IN DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE GROUNDS,

WASHINGTON, D. C.

This Ginkgo or Maidenhair tree {Ginkgo biloba) is a
native of Japan and China, related to the Yew tree, bear-
ing a single seeded fruit, the kernel of which is much
'prized by the Chinese for food. The tree grows to a
height of 80 feet, living to be several centuries old. As
a street tree it is especially attractive in Autumn when
its leaves turn a beautiful golden color. It is the sole
survivor of a great genus of trees which inhabited the
earth during the time of the • prehistoric monsters. A
quantity of the seed of this tree has been collected and
will be distributed to persons interested.


